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believe it. Still, as an Episcopal argument, it was odd.
However, it is the general feeling of the East, that there is
no stone too' dirty to throw at your enemy; and that if
you set a train for his destruction, there is never any risk
of your getting hoist with your own petard. It is, after all,
only the mediaeval feeling, that it was quite fair to call in
the devil to do your work, and then cheat him of his pay !
Another argument urged upon the Kurds by the bishop
was that the coming of the English meant annexation in
the near future. However, this " back-fired" sadly.
Many Kurds, after inquiring if the tale was really true;
exclaimed: " Glory be to Allah ! Let us hope the English
will be quicker about it than they sometimes are." For a
very fair proportion of the men in every tribe are really
sick of the state of no-government around them. They
are tired of disorder, more than tired of the Turk ; and have
discovered that raiding really does not pay in the long run.
Good sport it is ; but the outgoings are too heavy. No
raids will pay for the up-keep of a large " following *J for
ever ; and yet if you practise raiding, a large following must
be kept up. So, unable to establish any sort of government
other than the tribal themselves, they are disposed to
welcome almost any change, or the intervention of almost any
foreigner. Though, of course, however welcome a foreigner
might be at first, he would be sure to get cordially hated
later when the sweets of order palled in their turn.
Some Kurdish gentlemen were disposed to welcome the
coming of the English for other and more personal reasons.
Among these was a certain Agha Reshid of Ghara (a dis-
tinct man from Ms namesake of Berwar) whose fame as
a murderer rivalled even that of the Agha of Chal. This
distinguished man came to visit us one day, sadly scaring
our household staff by the train that he thought necessary
for his dignity ; and perhaps for his safety also, for both
the Government and his private enemies had designs upon
him.
" Will you receive him, Rabbi ? " said the servants, ** he
is the man who has committed fifteen murders himself."*
He proved, however, to be, like Lambro, " as mild a man-